Sample letter to hospital system in support of family physicians providing pregnancy care 

[Date]
[Recipient Name]
[Recipient Title]
[Hospital Name]
[Hospital Address]
[City, State, ZIP Code]
[Recipient Email]

Dear [Recipient Name],

I urge your hospital system to recognize the value of family physicians and to ensure their ability to provide pregnancy care and deliveries. Family physicians are vital to expanding access to maternity care in our community. [If you have statistics available about the deliveries in your hospital or community, insert them here]

Family physicians deliver safe, high-quality and patient-centered obstetric care, especially in rural and underserved areas.1,2 I choose to continue care with my family physician for pregnancy care, because I want to stay with a doctor that I know and trust. My family physician cares for me and my family, and their ability to deliver babies is crucial to me and other families in our community.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Title]


1. Quinlan JD. The role of the family physician in rural maternity care. Clin Obstet Gynecol. 2022;65(4):801-807.
2. Coffman M, Wilkinson E, Jabbarpour Y. Despite adequate training, only half of family physicians provide women's health care services. J Am Board Fam Med. 2020;33(2):186-188. 
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Sample letter to a privileging committee outlining AAFP policies on privileging

[Date]
[Recipient Name]
[Recipient Title]
[Hospital Name]
[Hospital Address]
[City, State, ZIP Code]
[Recipient Email]

Dear [Recipient Name],

As a family physician who has performed pregnancy care for [insert specific information], I request privileges for [insert specific request] based on my education, training and demonstrated current competence, as evidenced by the documentation and procedure log submitted to your committee. 

Any decision that does not grant these privileges is not aligned with the AAFP-ACOG Joint Statement on Cooperative Practice and Hospital Privileges, which states:  

“Privileging decisions and criteria should be based on training, experience and demonstrated current competence. All physicians should be held to the same standards for granting privileges, regardless of specialty, to assure the provision of high-quality patient care.”

A collaborative approach between family physicians and obstetricians ensures the best possible outcomes for patients. Research has shown no difference in competency skills for family medicine physicians and obstetricians-gynecologists.1 Patient outcomes are comparable when family physicians are involved in deliveries to those of obstetricians-gynecologists.2

We urge your hospital system to recognize the value of family physicians and to ensure their inclusion in all aspects of patient care. 

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Title]


1. Credentialing Resource Center. Family medicine and the role of obstetrics: Is it obsolete? Medical staff briefing. Vol. 28. Issue 2. Accessed October 30, 2025. https://credentialingresourcecenter.com/membership-check?destination=/node/12220
2. Hampton S. Why aren’t we using family medicine to help confront the maternal mortality crisis in the United States? Birth. 2025;52(2):169-172. 


